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RSD ï Are you taking the necessary steps? 

Mackay region has one of the lowest RSD incidence rates, but this doesnôt 

mean that there isnôt the risk that an outbreak can occur. This year RSD 

has been found in areas which it hasnôt been found for many years proving 

that no area or farm is immune from finding it.  

This is a perfect reminder of why it is important to collect clean seed from 

the MAPS approved seed plots as these plants have been Cold Soak/Hot 

Water Treated to allow growers access to clean planting material. Plant 

material from a MAPS plot not only gives growers a fresh source of dis-

ease-free cane, it is also proven that a clean source of cane can improve 

yields up to 10t/ha. This is a perfect reason why collecting clean seed is 

important. Even though the process can be time consuming, itôs a great 

investment. 

RSD is found in the xylem (water transport) of the sugarcane plant which 

means it can be spread by planting material and by harvesting and plant-

ing machinery.  At this time of the year, when harvesting and planting is in 

full swing, the risk of spreading RSD increases significantly. To reduce the 

risk and limit the potential spread of RSD, sterilisation of machinery is cru-

cial between farms and, in some cases between blocks if the harvester 

has been in older ratoons as the risk for contamination is higher. The yield 

loss incurred from RSD is on average 15-20% but can be up to 60% in 

drier conditions.  Again sterilisation and cleaning down of gear is time con-

suming, but the effort is one way of reducing the risk of any crop losses.  

Below is a guide of key areas to sterilise on machinery:  



We welcome Maryanne Volker back to the MAPS team as the Productivity 

Officer in the Marian area. Maryanne has 4 years prior experience in this 

role working in the Eton area.  

In her 2-year absence from MAPS she worked in an ecology role, conduct-

ing vegetation surveys and consulting on land management practices, with a 

focus on sustainability.   

Maryanne enjoys spending her spare time with family and friends, camping 
and outdoor adventures.  

She is making her way around her MAPS area carrying out plant inspections 

and meeting growers.  

To contact Maryanne please call 0417 326 668 (Shane Hareôs old number).  

 

There are no new varieties released this year, so it is a great time to grab a clean source of the older varieties that are 

available at the farm. Whole stick orders need to be placed before Monday 12pm on the week of collection contact your 

productivity advisor for more details and variety availability. Call Indiana Zarb - 0439557839 to place billet orders with 

limited supply still available at a first in basis, the cost for billets this year is $82.50/t.   

  
Victoria  Plains 

Whole stick Billets 

Ian Marais- 0417326669 Indiana Zarb- 0439557839 
SRA40, SRA26, SRA22, SRA21, SRA9*, Q253*, 

Q240, Q183*, KQ228, Q208R 
*Very limited supplies avail able  

SRA40, SRA26, SRA22, SRA21, SRA9*, Q253*, 
Q240, Q183*, KQ228, Q208R 

*Very limited supplies avail able 
Pioneer Valley North Coast Racecourse Marian 

Billets  
Dows Creek 

Billets 
Pindi Pindi 

Billets 
Bakers Creek 

Billets  
Marian Hampden 

Ian Marais-  
0417326669 

Brendan Rae- 
0417326393 

Indiana Zarb-  
0439557839 

Maryanne Volker 
0417326668 

SRA26 SRA26 SRA26 SRA26 
 

NEW MAPS STAFF MEMBER 

Mackay/Whitsunday Development Extension Officer 

Cameron Turnbull, a passionate advocate for sustainable agri-

culture, has joined the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 

(DAF) as a Development Extension Officer and Agronomist in 

the Mackay-Whitsunday region.  

With a background in agronomy and experience working with 

local growers, Cameron is dedicated to helping farmers adopt 

innovative and sustainable practices. He believes in the im-

portance of on-the-ground engagement and enjoys learning 

about the challenges and successes of farming through gener-

ations. Cameron's enthusiasm for Agtech and his commitment 

to supporting the farming community make him a valuable as-

set to the region.  

Local growers can contact him at 0488 171 050 or   

Cameron.Turnbull@daf.qld.gov.au 



Now that you have collected SRA26A & SRA40A from a MAPS plot and have a new clean plant source, the next question is 

where do you plant the two varieties.  With planting being an expensive procedure, itôs vital you make the right choices when 

you select a variety to plant out.  What we know about these two varieties: 

SRA26A  

¶ Resistant to Smut, pachymetra, leaf scald 

and red rot. 

¶ Intermediate to Fiji leaf gall. 

¶ Reliable germinator with a semi-prostate 

early growth habit. 

¶ SRA trial data shows slightly lower TCH 

than the standards but has higher CCS 

compared to same standards. 

¶ Hairy leaf sheaths.  

¶ Based on limited commercial data, SRA26A 

is recommended to be harvested mid ï 

late. 

¶ Prone to Chlorotic streak. 

¶ MAPS Observation Plot (1st
 Ratoon) with 

SRA26A & Q253A planted into a low-lying block with SRA26A recording high chlorotic streak levels shown in Figure 1.  

To avoid yield losses do not plant SRA26A into low-lying/waterlogged blocks. 

 

SRA40A  

¶ Resistant to smut, pachymetra, leaf scald 

and red rot. 

¶ Intermediate- resistant to Fiji leaf gall. 

¶ Fast and reliable germinator. 

¶ Has a large stool with high stalk numbers. 

¶ SRA trial data shows higher TCH than the 

standards but has lower CCS compared to 

same standards. 

¶ No commercial data, however, SRA trial 

data suggests to be harvested mid-late. 

¶ Prone to brown rust similar to Q253A. 

¶ SRA40A in MAPS Observation Plots 

have recorded high levels of brown 

rust in the earlier stages of the crop as shown in Figure 2.  Recent wet years has allowed the crops to continue growing 

with the brown rust, the drier years can have an impact on the crop if brown rust is present.    

 

 

SRA26A &SRA40A
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 CCS Season To Date 
With the start of the crush, one of the main unknowns is what will be the best varieties to harvest with the best CCS.  The 

table below shows for the season to date the CCS levels of the prominent varieties supplied to Mackay Sugar.  Similar to 

previous years Q208A and Q240A have performed well at the start of the crush and have continued testing well.  Out of the 

newer varieties, Q253A is proving to test earlier and even though the CCS dropped significantly after a rain event in week 4, 

it has recovered quickly.  It is not uncommon to see variety CCS levels differ within the Mackay Sugar zones. However gen-

erally Q208A and Q240A have performed consistently across all the zones. 

This information is derived from all milling consignmentôs (NordZucker, Mackay Sugar Limited) over the 2024 season. It is 

vital that accurate variety consignment is recorded to provide precise data back to growers to determine a varieties sugar 

curve. 

Introducing one of Smartcane BMPôs Auditors 

Dale Mengel has been contracted as an independent third party to 

conduct audits for the Smartcane BMP program in Mackay, Plane 

Creek, Proserpine and Burdekin areas since 2020. 

 

Born and bred in Proserpine into a cane growing family, with the farm 

still operated by his uncles who took over the farm from his maternal 

Grandfather, who also had followed his own father onto the farm. His 

company, NQ Environmental Health Services is an accredited, inde-

pendent consultancy business servicing from Richmond to Tully to Sa-

rina. 

 

The first Smartcane BMP audit can be daunting and those who have 

been through it generally prefer dealing with an auditor face to face. 

Dale is one of the few independent auditors who travel to the farm to 

conduct both new accreditations and re-accreditations audit, often with 

the local Smartcane BMP facilitator, across many farms in the Mackay 

Region. 

 

In the Mackay Region there are 24 growers up for reaccreditation in 

2024, with this number doubling to 48 for 2025.  New grower BMP ac-

creditations are still being catered for by the facilitators, with the work 

being completed at different rates depending on the growersô effort. 

 

It is rare for growers to fail a Smartcane BMP audit, as the local facilitator conducts a pre-audit with the grower first. In the 

Mackay region, soil tests, the N&P Budget and fertiliser and spray records are largely well kept. One tip growers should con-

sider if they do supplementary irrigation (Smartcane BMP defines this as an average of 1-4ML/ha applied annually across all 

farms), is to keep some basic records of irrigations. This can simply be in a diary or notes on a farm map, as an auditor 

needs to be able to determine when irrigations take place and how much has been applied for a representative collection of 

blocks. 

Lorelle Flynn at MAPS is a local contact for Smartcane BMP (mob 0448 715 482 Tuesdays & Thursdays) . 
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A Snapshot of the N&P Budget Functionality in Agtrix 

Check first with your Productivity Advisor that your maps on Agtrix are up to date. 



Mackay Sugar Director Visit 
With the recent Mackay Sugar AGM taking place Samuel 

Balieiro who is a Controlling Member Director based in Brazil 

made the long trip over to Mackay to attend a range of meetings 

and to also be present at the AGM. Whilst here Samuel who is 

an Agronomist with more than a decade of experience took 

some time out as he usually does when in Mackay for MSL 

board meetings to speak to a few growers and to have a tour 

around the MAPS Clean Seed Farm at Victoria Plains.  

Samuel was interested in the layout and the presentation of the 

Clean Seed Farm although one thing that did catch him by sur-

prise was the amount of arrowing that could be seen not only on 

the farm but also in the surrounding mill area.  

The reason that this was such a surprise is that in Brazil arrow-

ing is not necessarily seen as such a good thing. This is because 

once flowering/arrowing is initiated it pretty much signals the end 

of growth in the plant with the physiological change in the grow-

ing point leading to the development of the flower with no further 

formation of nodes. 

Along with the end of the growing phase for the plant there are a 

number of other negative attributes such as juice loss, pithiness, 

side shoots and the reduction in photosynthesis (due to elongat-

ed sheaths forming around the flower rather than forming blades 

to catch light) that can all lead to a reduction in sugar yield. On a 

farm-to-farm basis the losses may not seem significant but over 

a whole Productivity Zone or Mill area this can equate to a sub-

stantial volume of sugar.  

Samuel described situations in Brazil and other parts of the world 

where the flower suppression chemical Ethephon is used to pre-

vent flowering and to supress the negative effect on yield in the sugarcane plant.  

In an interesting conversation with some local growers there was certainly an awareness around the relationship between 

arrowing and the maturation of the plant particularly in starting varieties such as KQ228 but there was not so much con-

cern around sugar losses.  

In a brief discussion with SRA there seemed to have been trial work around arrowing that was done in the past that de-

pending on how you looked at it indicated that the losses were reasonably moderate and this could explain why it is not 

necessarily seen as a negative thing by local growers. The challenge here is that the severity of the losses relates to the 

duration between arrowing and harvesting with the greatest losses coming from the longer gaps between flower formation 

and harvest.  

All in all there was some good discussion and it was interesting to hear the perspective on a condition that locally is not 

perceived as an issue but certainly is looked at differently in other parts of the world.  



Update on the New Weather Stations 
{ƛȄǘŜŜƴ 59{ weather stations have now been erected by MAPS in the Pioneer and Sandy Creek Catchments; there are 

eight more to be installed, four of which will replace the original stations MAPS installed some years ago. A website for the 

new stations is up and running and can be found on the home page of the MAPS website (www.maps.org.au), under 

ñWeather Stationsò. Be patient as there is a short delay before the sites appear on the map.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on any of the site dots to select a weather station (site name appears in the bottom left corner), the relevant weather 

data can then be found by clicking the tabs above the map. This data for rainfall, wind and temperature is presented over 

time (see below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the top ósiteô tab to return to the map. The tabs and colour chart below the map give a quick overall view of tem-

perature and rainfall for all the sites. For example, if you click on the rainfall tab, each site circle will be coloured according 

to the amount of rainfall received in the last 24 hours. The website is still in a development stage. 




