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Cleaning a harvester before transport 

Regulation around moving machinery

The regulation around the movement of sugarcane machinery 
has changed with the implementation of the Biosecurity 
Act 2014 and Biosecurity Regulation 2016. In order to move 
machinery across sugarcane biosecurity zone boundaries, 
the appliance will require a plant health assurance certificate 
(PHAC) available through the local productivity service or 
Biosecurity Queensland. 

The PHAC states that the machinery was free of visible plant 
material and soil, when inspected and will accompany the 
appliance during transport.

Movement within sugarcane biosecurity zones does not 
require a PHAC, but will require the ‘General Biosecurity 
Obligation (GBO)’ to be managed. The GBO requires all 
Queenslanders to take all reasonable steps to prevent  
or minimise biosecurity risks.

Where to clean

When preparing a harvester for inspection the following areas 
should be cleaned, as they will be assessed during the PHAC 
inspection (refer over page for diagram):

1.    Topper arms, drums and blades

2.    Gathering sidewalls and floating shoes 

3.    Crop dividers 

4.    Knockdown and finned rollers 

5.    Base cutters 

6.    Feed roller train 

7.    Chopper system 

8.    Primary extractors blades and chamber 

9.    Elevator system 

10.  Elevator boot 

11.  Secondary extractor blades and chamber 

12.  Motor screen and cover 

13.  Hydraulics and lines 

14.  Operator’s cabin 

15.  Wheels and tracks
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Sugarcane  
Biosecurity Zone 6: 
Woodford special

•   All appliances (harvesters and other sugarcane machinery) moving between sugarcane biosecurity zones must: 
  >  be free of cane trash and soil 
  >  be inspected by an authorised inspection person who will issue a Plant Health Assurance Certificate (PHAC) 
  >  be accompanied during transportation by the PHAC.

•   Machinery inspections can be arranged by contacting the local Productivity Service organisation.

•    To move sugarcane plants (stalks, leaves, potted plants, etc) between biosecurity zones contact Biosecurity Queensland 
(13 25 23).

N

Woodford 
special

latitude  13 degrees 45 minutes south

latitude 11 degrees 99 minutes south

Brisbane

Rocky Point

Bundaberg

Gladstone

Mackay

Townsville

Cairns

Coen

Weipa

latitude 19 degrees 15 minutes south

latitude 20 degrees 33 minutes south

latitude 23 degrees 27 minutes south

latitude 27 degrees 37 minutes south

latitude 19 degrees 53 minutes south

Sugarcane  
Biosecurity Zone 1: 
Coen to Townsville

Far Northern  
Biosecurity  
Zone 1

Far Northern  
Biosecurity  
Zone 2

Sugarcane  
Biosecurity Zone 2: 
Townsville to Abbotts Point

Sugarcane  
Biosecurity Zone 3: 
Abbotts Point to Rockhampton

Sugarcane  
Biosecurity Zone 4: 
Rockhampton to Victoria Point

Sugarcane  
Biosecurity Zone 5: 
Victoria Point to NSW/QLD border

Cooktown

Innisfail

Ingham

Charters Towers

Ayr

Richmond

Nambour

Maryborough

Kilcoy

Toowoomba

Georgetown

Bowen

Howard

Tully

Collinsville

Rockhampton



sugarresearch.com.au

Copyright © 2016 • All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of SRA. Disclaimer In 
this disclaimer a reference to ‘we’, ‘us’ or ‘our’ means SRA and our directors, officers, agents and employees. Although we do our best to present information that is correct and accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the suitability, reliability, 
currency or accuracy of the information we present in this Information Sheet, for any purposes. Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of the use of, or 
reliance on, any materials and information appearing in this Information Sheet. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this Information Sheet, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss 
or damage whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection with the use of this Information Sheet. We recommend that you contact our staff before acting on any information provided in this Information Sheet. Warning Our tests, inspections and 
recommendations should not be relied on without further, independent inquiries. They may not be accurate, complete or applicable for your particular needs for many reasons, including (for example) SRA being unaware of other matters relevant to individual crops, the 
analysis of unrepresentative samples or the influence of environmental, managerial or other factors on production.

Cr
iti

ca
l p

oi
nt

s o
n 

a 
su

ga
rc

an
e 

ha
rv

es
te

r


