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Change of plans this year. The MAPS/SRA Field
Day is usually held on a Thursday, however this
year the field day will be held in conjunction with
the Canegrowers Mackay Ag Trade Expo.
You can start your day at the MAPS farm for a hot
breakfast and then check out the current SRA
varieties, future varieties and a range of static
displays.
The field day will finish up around 11:00am and
with a quick drive down the road to West League
Club, continue your day at the Ag Trade Expo.

New MAPS Staff
MAPS would like to
welcome Brendan Rae to
the team.
Born and bred in Mackay,
Brendan has a young
family and enjoys fishing
and playing soccer in his
spare time. For the past
11 ½ years, Brendan has
worked for SRA in the Plant Breeding Program as a
Variety Officer.
Brendan will be the Productivity Officer for the North
Coast Area and is looking forward to furthering his
skills and working in the field with growers.
To contact Brendan please phone: 0417 326 393
PS: If anyone up the North Coast has got any secret
fishing spots feel free to share them with Brendan as
you see him around.

RSD – The Invisible Disease
It’s that time of the year again, when the topic of
Ratoon Stunting Disease (RSD) comes up and
needs to be discussed. It’s an awkward
discussion, but one all growers need to have with
their MAPS Productivity Officer, so that we keep
the disease in check.
You could be losing anywhere up to 60% yield
due to a disease which often shows no visible
symptoms.
RSD restricts the plant’s ability to use water and
grow. It is spread by using either infected plants
or by harvesters, planters or any other farm gear
that contacts the infected sugarcane juice or soil.
There is NO cure, nor is any variety truly
resistant to RSD but certain steps can be taken
on farm to maintain good productivity and to
prevent the spread of the disease between
blocks and farms.
Protecting your farm:
1) Start with a fresh source of plants from
MAPS Approved Seed plots.

2) Make sure any on-farm plant material is
checked for RSD and other pests or
diseases before planting by your
Productivity Officer.
3) Sterilize any machinery moving between
farms using a mixture of 70% methylated
spirits and 30% water.

Dirty trend
With everyone busy and pushed for time these
days, often the simple and basic jobs are
forgotten about. We have noticed that some
harvesters and planting contractors gear is not
being cleaned or sterilized between farms. This
is a dangerous trend, which could end badly.
Time is money but in this case spending 30
minutes to sterilize the major cutting points of
harvesters and planters is a cheap investment.
Prevention is better than cure, as the only way to
remove RSD from an infected field is to plough
out and fallow, ensuring that no volunteers
survive.
MAPS recommends each grower or contractor
to have a batch of sterilizing solution at hand to
disinfect machinery as it comes onto their
farm(s).
Farm machinery that is being moved between
regions (across biosecurity zones) also needs to
be inspected and given a Plant Health Assurance
Certificate beforehand. This can be issued by an
accredited Productivity Officer.
If you have further
questions about
RSD or machinery
inspections please
give your
Productivity
Officer a call.

MAPS Clean Seed Plots






MAPS Victoria Plains Plot is planned to be
opened from mid-May, weather permitting,
and will be closing for whole stick collection at
the end of August. Billets will be available in
September.
North Coast and Finch Hatton plots will be
open again this year. Contact your
Productivity Officer for further information.
Potentially one new variety is to be released
this year (QC05-316), pending the Regional
Variety meeting in April.



All remaining varieties are available at one
stick per hectare.



As per previous years, certain varieties can be
ordered to be cut into trailers for collection
(contact your Productivity Officer to order).



This year growers can also bring their own
trailers to be filled under certain conditions
(see below).



Loaded trailer/s must be secured on registered
vehicles so they do not become unstable
during transport.



Loads must not exceed vehicle mass or
dimension limits.



Note: Only one variety is allowed per trailer
and trailers are capped per grower.

Future MAPS Clean Seed Plots


There are two new plots coming online in 2020
for billet distribution.



One in Calen and the other in Gargett, both
approximately 2ha in size.



Three varieties will be available each year
from these plots and will be rotated with
other varieties each year.

Conditions in which growers trailer/s can be
used:


Growers need to contact Andrew Dougan
mob: 0417 326 674 prior to delivery of
trailer/s.



All equipment must be free of all plant
material, weeds and soil matter.



Trailer/s must be transported on a
registered vehicle (they must not be towed
unless vehicle is registered, safety chain is
used and functioning lights are attached to
the trailer).



The grower is responsible for taking the
trailer/s off and putting them back on their
transport. This may include safe use of the
MAPS loading/unloading ramp. A
designated area for low-loaders is provided.



Planter trailer/s must be in sound condition
and not pose a safety risk to those cutting
the plants. MAPS reserves the rights to
refuse to fill any trailer that is deemed
unsafe.



Once trailer/s are loaded with cane stalks
by MAPS, the cane is to be secured on the
trailer/s.

MAPS VEHICLE FOR SALE BY TENDER. 2012 MITSUBISHI
TRITON GLX DUAL CAB TURBO DIESEL 4X4 UTE.
REGISTRATION 359-SPS KM 193605.
CONTACT MAPS 07 4963 6830

L-R Lars Gorisson, Mark Day, Axel Aumuller,
Michael Gerloff.

