
2022 Approved Clean 

Seed Distribution 

MAPS Clean Seed plots are now open 

for distribution in an endeavour to 

support growers in the uptake of clean 

seed.  Although there are no new 

varieties released this year, now is the 

ideal opportunity to collect a new 

source of an older variety you are 

continuing with from one of the MAPS 

Approved Clean Seed plots. MAPS 

recommends updating your plant 

source on an annual basis.  

Whole Stick Clean Seed 

• All varieties available for hand 

cutting 

• Limited varieties can be pre-

ordered and cut onto MAPS trailers 

• Limited varieties pre-ordered and 

cut onto Growers’ trailers 

• Set orders in to your productivity 

officer and have trailers delivered 

by Monday morning  

 

Billet Clean Seed   

The wet weather has stopped MAPS 

having a billet distribution round in July 

and billet distribution will now be 

weather dependant. A text message 

seeking expressions of interest will be 

sent out in the next couple of weeks.   

• Selected varieties will be available 

• Cost set at $66/tonne, own tipper 
bin required 

Check with your Productivity Officer for 

details.  

Billet orders will be handled by MAPS 
Farm Manager,  

Ian Marais 0417 326 669 

 

Pioneer Valley & North Coast 

The whole-stick and billet plots are open 
by appointment. Contact Ian Marais or 
Brendan Rae. Billet cost is set at $66/
tonne. 

Collecting clean seed is the foundation 

for a healthy, productive and profitable 

crop.  Taking time to collect clean seed 

on a yearly basis is the best investment 

for your business and now the exercise is 

more accessible through the MAPS billet 

plots. Billet plots play an important role in 

making it easier for growers to obtain 

clean seed every year from an approved 

plot. 

Renewing one or two varieties every year 

is an effective way of improving 

productivity without much effort or cost.  

Purchasing clean seed is a relatively low-

cost investment when given the high cost 

of establishing a crop and forms the 

foundation for future disease-free 

plantings.   

JULY 2022 

Victoria Plains  

Open Wednesdays 

7am – 12noon  

Varieties Available  

KQ228 
Q183 
Q208 

Q208R 

Q240 
SP80 
Q253 

SRA9 
SRA21 
SRA22 

Pioneer Valley North Coast 

Ian Marais  

0417 326 669 

Brendan Rae  

0417 326 393 

Whole stick 

Tannalo 

Billets 

Mount Pelion  

SRA9, SRA21, 

Q208R, Q253 & 

Q240  

SRA22 & Q208R 

Hi I’m Mikayla, I have always had a 

passion for the sugarcane industry 

as I grew up on a sugar cane farm 

on my dads’ property in Farleigh. 

In 2014 I began working at Sugar 

Research Australia as a casual 

while I was still in high school.  

After I graduated, I was promoted to 

the Plant Breeding Technician role 

between 2016-2019.  

I left the industry for a couple years 

to study vet nursing and try my hand 

in the mining industry but it wasn’t 

for me and have been presented 

with the opportunity to come back to 

the industry and work with the 

amazing team at MAPS as a 

Productivity Officer in the Eton/

Brightly area.  

In my spare time I enjoy gardening 

and playing dungeons and dragons. 

I’m excited to meet all the growers, 

learn from them and assist with my 

current skills.  

Please contact me on; 
 
Mobile:  0429 326 671 

Email: mbowman@maps.org.au 

  NEW STAFF 





MAPS Observation Plots 

Maturity Testing 
In collaboration with SRA, maturity testing has begun at five 

of the MAPS observation plots established throughout the 

Mackay Sugar region. The sampling commenced on the 

20th of June and the plots will be sampled every three 

weeks throughout the 2022 season using the SRA maturity 

trailer. The trailer is a big time-saver in the field and by 

regularly measuring the maturity of the new varieties in the 

different plots allows us to compare the CCS against the 

recently released varieties. Two seedlings – QA08-2979 & 

QS10-7357 and SRA26 were introduced into the 

observation plots last year and again are being closely 

monitored. SRA26 has been released in the central region 

and will be available from MAPS plots in 2023, while QA08-

2979 and QS10-7357 are two promising seedlings identified 

for a possible release in 2024.  The regular testing helps 

build a better maturity profile of the seedlings/ new varieties 

and helps to identify a potential early testing variety.  The 

maturity testing gives an indication of CCS levels of recently 

released varieties on different soil types throughout the 

Mackay Sugar region at the start of the harvest season.                                                            

Apart from the maturity testing, the observation plots provide 

valuable information and data of potential varieties grown on 

different soil types under various farming practices 

throughout the districts. Field observations such as 

germination times, ratoonability, diseases (Chlorotic Streak), 

moisture tolerance and chemical susceptibility provides 

valuable information on the varieties as they get released.  
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Getting Full Value From Mill Products   
With the huge increases in fertilizer prices experienced in recent months, cost effective nutrient management is essential 

for growers to maintain economic viability. Mill mud and mud/ash have long been a component of many growers’ nutrient 

programs and with the escalating price of standard inorganic fertilizers, the economic case for using mill mud products 

has never been so strong. While they have also increased in price, the increases for the mill mud products are very 

much lower than for other fertilizer products. This is illustrated in the table below, which shows the escalation in value of 

the nutrients contained in mill mud:  

The high nutrient value in the mill mud products make it essential that these nutrients are fully taken into account in the 

total fertilizer program.  

Mill mud products have the following attributes: 

• In addition to the major nutrients they contain (nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium and sulphur) they also supply 

calcium, magnesium, zinc, copper and manganese. 

• Improve soil texture and structure  

• Improve soil water storage  

• Increase soil pH   

Mill ash is also a very important supplier of silicon which is becoming deficient in some soils, and helps improve soil 

permeability and treat sodicity.  

Not all the nutrients in mud products are available straight away. The table below shows the nutrients the cane can use 

in the first year and their dollar value.  

 

    
Nutrient Value in Mill Mud - June 2021 

  
Nutrient Value in Mill Mud - June 2022 

Available nutrients in 
150t mud in first year 

Nutrient value 
in first year 

Nutrient value 
in first year 

Nitrogen 80 $150 $252 

Phosphorus 120 $412 $659 

Potassium 40 $57 $124 

Sulphur 10 $7 $15 

Calcium 360 $162 
  

$112 
  

    $788 $1162 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following example indicates how taking into account the nutrients in mill products can reduce the total cost of a 

fertilizer program. Consider a replant crop requiring 150kg/ha nitrogen, 20kg/ha phosphorus, 100kg/ha potassium and 

10 kg/ha sulphur. Applying 150t/ha of mud/ash would supply all the sulphur and potassium required plus 50kg of the 

nitrogen and 20kg/ha of the phosphorus. This has a total value of $594 which could be deducted from the cost of the 

inorganic fertilizer. 

Note that additional nutrients in mill products become available during the remainder of the crop cycle, adding further 

economic value which has not been considered in the example above. 

Note that if you apply more than 100 t/ha of mud it must be accounted for under reef regulations.  

Mill mud can also be utilised in growing a break crop: a little nitrogen at the start of planting makes a difference and 

doesn’t affect nodulation. Banded mill mud at 50t/ha is easily accessible and will supply all the nutrients needed. There 

will also be a carryover of N, P and calcium for the next cane crop (see table below). The best time to plant a grain crop 

is Dec/Jan, while a green manure crop can be earlier. Get in touch with your MAPS Productivity Officer to discuss your 

options in getting the best value out of the mill products. 

MUD 50 t/ha Estimated available nutrients (kg/ha) 

 Nutrients 
 Typical nutrient 
content (kg/ha) 1st crop 2nd crop 3rd & 4th crop 

Nitrogen 140 25 15 0 

Phosphorus 140 sufficient sufficient sufficient 

Potassium 40 15 0 0 

Sulfur 15 5 0 0 

Calcium 
(0.7 t/ha lime) 280 

 Calcium 
needs met 

Calcium  
needs met 

 Calcium 
needs met 







 

 

Cane Productivity Team update 

As of Thursday 21
st
 July, 587,830 tonnes (12%) of the original 5.1Mt crop estimate has been harvested. The average CCS 

for the season is currently 11.79 and with the cold weather over the past month we should see this increase as we get 

further into the crush season.  

 

While the recent rain has been good for crop growth, it has been difficult to keep the harvesting groups and mills working at 

capacity due to the wet conditions. We are anticipating an increase to our original crop estimate and as we get more of the 

crush over the rollers, we will provide an updated estimate of this year’s crop.  

 

As we started the crush, we said goodbye to Markus Reiners and welcome to Luke Malan who 

has taken on the role as Cane Productivity Manager. Luke comes to us from Townsville and 

has worked with growers in the Burdekin region over the past seven years. With a background 

in civil engineering and environmental science, Luke worked closely with growers to improve 

their productivity and profitability.  

 

Our productivity incentive programs have generated significant interest with growers and 

resulted in substantial grower subscription to our ‘farm development incentive’, ‘plant loan’ and 

‘cane loss reduction incentive’ programs.  

 

Over the coming several months our focus in the Productivity Team is to become more 

proactive in minimising loss of acreage, with a hands-on approach to assist growers with 

improved productivity and profitability. The team will be assisting growers with farm sales and 

leases, generating interest in our incentive programs, and identifying opportunities for vertical 

and horizontal growth. 

Luke Malan                                       

Cane Productivity Manager 


